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but of very few original ideas, and his assistant, Khari-
tonov. Adding that upon completion this draft was to be
submitted for discussion to an unofficial conference, under
his direct leadership, the Count urgently invited me to take
part in the deliberations. Notwithstanding our cordial
relations, I refused categorically, and, upon his continued
pressure to accept, I explained that on account of my con-
spicuous position I was resolutely determined to abstain
from participating in such committees, since by reason of
my mere presence posterity would charge me with the
responsibility for the serious defects with which, judging
by past experience, systems evolved in this manner were
bound to suffer, especially in such troubled times. Further-
more, I expressed it as my firm conviction that the formula-
tion of fundamental laws, as well as ordinary statutes,
should be left to the Council of Ministers, whose members,
and I as Premier, would have to bear the onus. Solski
was sorely displeased with my answer. Shortly afterwards
he informed me that he had been commissioned by the
Emperor to complete the draft of the proposed laws, which
would then be sent to the Council of Ministers.
Toward the end of February I received from Solski the
projected code in the form in which it was presented to His
Majesty. The manner in which this plan reached me will
be an illuminating commentary on the psychologically un-
sound condition of Russian society in general and of its
representatives in particular at this juncture. Impelled by
a motive unrevealed until afterwards, the prime mover in
this enterprise of promulgating a system of fundamental
law was General Trepov, at the time occupying1 a position
much akin to that of a dictator, as I have described at
some length elsewhere. His Majesty having approved of
the idea, the work was assigned to the Imperial Secretary
and his assistant The hodge-podge of constitutional
statutes which they concocted was turned over to a paragon